WORKSHOP
SUCCESS
GUIDE

Practical Tips to Help You

Learn More, Paint Better,
and Enjoy Your Workshop
Experience
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.~ Before the Workshop

e Review the Supply List Thoughtfully — Highlight what you own, make a shopping plan
for the rest. If something is unfamiliar, bring what you think is right — most
instructors are flexible.

e Pack for Success — Use a rolling tote, tackle box, or art bag. Label brushes and paints
— many look alike!

* Prep Your Mindset — Ask yourself what you’d love to take away: maybe a new skill, a
boost of confidence, or just a fun creative day. Don’t worry about finishing with a
gallery-worthy piece; workshops are about exploring and learning. Remember,
workshops are about learning, not creating a perfect painting.

e Introduce Yourself to the Instructor — Most instructors enjoy meeting students but
remember they are often setting up supplies and demonstrations before class
begins. You'll have plenty of opportunities to interact during the workshop.

Pro Tip: Arrive prepared but stay flexible — you’ll learn just as much from unexpected
surprises as from the lesson plan.

+~ During the Workshop

e Arrive Early & Settle In — Choose a comfortable seat, unpack calmly, and take a
breath before starting.

* Be Curious & Brave — Ask questions! Try the instructor’s method before tweaking it
to your own style.

e Take Notes, Photos, and Sketch Along — Photograph demonstrations (with instructor
approval), write down color mixes and brush recommendations, and make quick
sketches to help reinforce what you've learned.

e Embrace Happy Accidents — Water blooms, drips, wax cracks? These can become
beautiful surprises.

e Connect with Others — Chat with classmates — you’ll learn tips, share laughs, and
maybe make art friends for life.

e Give Yourself Permission to Be a Beginner - Even experienced artists can feel
awkward when learning a new technique, medium, or style. Resist the urge to
compare your work to the instructor's demonstration or to other students’
paintings. The goal of a workshop is growth, not perfection.



After the Workshop

e Review While It’s Fresh — Go over notes that evening. Highlight your top 2—-3
takeaways. Keep your painting in sight for reflection.

e Practice, Don’t Just Put It on the Shelf — Revisit the new technique(s) within 2—-3
days. Even 15 minutes locks in memory.

e Stay Connected — Share contact info with classmates. Keep practicing together
online or in person.

* Give Yourself Credit — Remember, growth matters more than perfection. Celebrate
the effort!

Insider Tips from Village Art Workshops

e Comfort Counts — Dress in layers, wear comfy shoes, and bring a cushion if needed.

e Fuel Your Creativity — Keep energy steady with water and a light snack.

e Protect Your Work — Bring a folder, mailing tube, or cardboard carrier so your
artwork arrives home safely.

e Keep Learning — The artists who grow the most are the ones who continue learning.
Whether it's another workshop, a local class, or simply regular studio time, keep the
momentum going.

The best workshops don't just teach techniques. They introduce you to new ideas, new
friends, and new ways of seeing your art.

Whether you're taking your first workshop or your fiftieth, we hope you'll leave inspired,
encouraged, and excited to paint.

Village Art Workshops is here to help you stay inspired, supported, and excited about
your art journey.



Keep Your Creative Spark Alive!

The best workshops don't just teach techniques. They introduce you to new ideas, new
friends, and new ways of seeing your art. Many of our students tell us the friendships
they make are just as valuable as the lessons they learn.

Whether you're taking your first workshop or your fiftieth, we hope you'll leave inspired,
encouraged, and excited to paint.

We look forward to seeing you in the studio.

Visit our website to see a list of all the workshops and classes we provide with local,
regional and nationally known artists. We look forward to seeing you in a workshop
soon!

Wanda Boyd, Co-director, Village Art Workshops
Website: www.villageartworkshops.com
(804) 536-1794



